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UN system organizations). With respect to peacekeeping operations, the increase in

allegations is primarily attributable to MINUSCA, although increases were also seen
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4. The report provides an update on the Secretariat’s efforts to implement the
more than forty measures set out in the last Special Measures report, and puts
forward robust, new initiatives which build on existing efforts to further strengthen
measures for protection from sexual exploitation and abuse in the areas of

prevention, transparency, accountability, risk management, and remedial action.
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7.  In the area of prevention, improvements have been made on vetting large

seruices of individual
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Troop-contributing countries are also being requested to certify that pre-deployment
training has been conducted and that nominated personnel have not engaged in
previous misconduct while in UN service. In addition, a communications and public
information strategy has been developed which will target key audiences including
host communities, Member States and troop- and police-contributing countries. The
e-learning programme on sexual exploitation and abuse is being finalized and is

expected to be rolled out by the second quarter of 2016.

8. In the area of accountability, the report describes efforts to strengthen
investigations, including developing uniform standards of investigation, building
capacity within immediate response teams, and adopting a six-month timeline for
concluding investigations into allegations of sexual exploitation and abuse, which
may be shortened further in urgent cases. Troop-contributing countries are being
asked to expand the scope of investigative operations open to the United Nations
pending the availability of a national investigation officer, and are being encouraged
to enter into bilateral agreements with the Office of Internal Oversight Services to
carry out investigations on their behalf or in conjunction with them. In addition,
Member States are being requested to suspend payments in relation to the unit with
which an implicated individual was deployed, or a corresponding replacement unit,
where an investigation is not completed within one year of the date of notification

and agree that, following consultation with the concerned Member State, all further
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